
Deeper Dive into the Parables 
 
The Purpose of Parables – (Matthew 13:10 – 15) 
 
10The disciples approached him and said, “Why do you speak to them in 
parables?”  11* He said to them in reply, “Because knowledge of the mysteries of 
the kingdom of heaven has been granted to you, but to them it has not been 
granted.  12b To anyone who has, more will be given* and he will grow rich; from 
anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  13* c This is why I 
speak to them in parables, because ‘they look but do not see and hear but do not 
listen or understand.’ 14d Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says: 
‘You shall indeed hear but not understand, you shall indeed look but never see. 
15Gross is the heart of this people, they will hardly hear with their ears, they have 
closed their eyes, lest they see with their eyes and hear with their ears and 
understand with their heart and be converted, and I heal them.’ 
 
The Parable of the Sower – (Matthew 13:1 – 9) 
(The Explanation of the Parable of the Sower – Matthew 13:18 – 23) 
 
“A sower went out to sow.  4And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and 
birds came and ate it up.  
The seed sown on the path is the one who hears the word of the kingdom without 
understanding it, and the evil one comes and steals away what was sown in his 
heart.  
5Some fell on rocky ground, where it had little soil. It sprang up at once because 
the soil was not deep, 6and when the sun rose it was scorched, and it withered for 
lack of roots.  
20The seed sown on rocky ground is the one who hears the word and receives it at 
once with joy.  21But he has no root and lasts only for a time. When some 
tribulation or persecution comes because of the word, he immediately falls away.  
7Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it. 
22The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word, but then worldly 
anxiety and the lure of riches choke the Word, and it bears no fruit.  
8But some seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or 
thirtyfold.  
23But the seed sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and understands it, 
who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.” 
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 Jesus explains that there are 4 types of hearts and their openness to the seeds of 
the gospel, as compared to soil types.  Our duty is to sow the seed and let it fall 
where it will, for God will provide the fruitfulness when it falls on good soil.  
Sadly, 3 of the 4 types do not allow the seed to fully germinate. 

 As Christians, we are to proclaim and spread the gospel seed as we travel the 
land in our everyday lives. We, ourselves are to receive “the implanted word, 
which is able to provide salvation.”  We should think of the gospel as seed like 
we would buy at the store to prepare a vegetable or flower garden. Seed does no 
good while still in the package.  Seed, taken from the packet and scattered on 
the soil can bring forth fruit. 

 Although few of us are farmers, Jesus’s seed parables are still abundantly 
relevant, for we all plant something some time. It is best to plant seeds with the 
little ones and teach them about their potential spiritual and faith-filled growth. 

 
The Parable of the Weeds Among the Wheat – (Matthew 13:24 – 30) 
(The Explanation of the Parable of the Weeds – Matthew 13:36 – 43) 
 
24He proposed another parable to them.* “The kingdom of heaven may be likened 
to a man who sowed good seed in his field.   
37* He said in reply, “He who sows good seed is the Son of Man, 38the field is the 
world,* the good seed the children of the kingdom.  
25While everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds* all through the 
wheat, and then went off.  26When the crop grew and bore fruit, the weeds 
appeared as well.   
The weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sows them is the 
devil.  
27The slaves of the householder came to him and said, ‘Master, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? Where have the weeds come from?’  28He answered, ‘An 
enemy has done this.’ His slaves said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them 
up?’  29He replied, ‘No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat 
along with them.  30Let them grow together until harvest;* then at harvest time I 
will say to the harvesters, “First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for 
burning; but gather the wheat into my barn.”   
40Just as weeds are collected and burned [up] with fire, so will it be at the end of 
the age.  41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his 
kingdom* all who cause others to sin and all evildoers.  The harvest is the end of 
the age,* and the harvesters are angels.  42m They will throw them into the fiery 
furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.  43* n Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears 
ought to hear. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13#48013024-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13#48013037-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13#48013038-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13#48013025-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13#48013030-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13#48013041-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13#48013039-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13#48013042-m
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13#48013043-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13#48013043-n


 

 
 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan – (Luke 10:29 – 37) 
 
29But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?”  30Jesus replied, “A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho. They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-
dead.  31* A priest happened to be going down that road, but when he saw him, he 
passed by on the opposite side.  32Likewise a Levite came to the place, and when 
he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.  33But a Samaritan traveler who 
came upon him was moved with compassion at the sight.  34He approached the 
victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them. Then he lifted 
him up on his own animal, took him to an inn and cared for him.  35The next day 
he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction, 
‘Take care of him. If you spend more than what I have given you, I shall repay you 
on my way back.’  36Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the 
robbers’ victim?”  37He answered, “The one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus 
said to him, “Go and do likewise.”  
 
One of the best-known parables is that of the Good Samaritan.  Jesus answers the 
question about who is one’s neighbor.  Everyone is our neighbor and due our 
concern and Christianity. 
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From Bishop Barron  
Jerusalem is a symbol of the well-ordered city, well-ordered life, a spiritual 
perfection.  While Jericho is “down” from Jerusalem, a city of sin, a symbol of an 
improperly ordered city, a dysfunctional soul.  So, when the man fell victim, he 
“fell” into sin, which symbolizes the fall for all of us.  Sin is the robbing of our 
love, dignity and connection with God.  So, we too, at times, are robbed of God 
while in sin.  All of us have “fallen” to our own “robbers” and sin at times 
throughout our lives.  The Samaritan was beaten and left half dead.  Sin, being in 
that state without God’s connection and grace, leaves us only half alive.  We are 
functioning but are half dead while in sin, not fully alive. 
   
A priest comes by but continues on, same with the Levite.  Both of these figures 
symbolize the religion, power and status of the time.  They too are going the same 
way as the fallen man, but they both stand for the “fallen” religion, status and 
power.  Religion is also affected by sin.  Fallen religion is not going to save us.  
But here is the good news.   
 
A Samaritan came upon the fallen man and was moved by pity and compassion.  
The Samaritan represents Jesus.  Samaritans were hated by the powerful elite, 
which were the Jews.  Likewise, Jesus was hated by the establishment Jews.  The 
establishment Jews looked down upon the Samaritans, as they did Jesus.  The 
Samaritan cared and showed mercy and compassion.  He approached and dressed 
and poured oil and wine over the fallen man’s wounds.  So, what does Jesus do 
when we too have fallen and covered in our own wounds?  Jesus approaches us 
and if we allow him, he too will dress our wounds.   
 
How does Jesus dress our wounds?  By pouring oil and wine over the wounds to 
heal.  This is the sacramental life of the Church.  Oil, is used at baptism, used at 
confirmation, used at the ordination of a priest, used at the anointing of the sick.  
Wine, through the eucharist, is transformed into the blood of Christ.  Pouring into 
our wounds life by means of the sacraments.  The life, grace and mercy of Jesus 
Christ pours into our souls and wounds.   
 

How The Parable Relates to Life Today 
 
Help When Someone Needs Help 
Today, that beaten man’s photos would end up in social media before he even gets 
to the hospital. Everybody would take pictures but very few would actually help. 
We’ll feel sorry for that person but not enough to get involved. Now, are we the 
good Samaritan or are we the men who walked away? 



Race Should Never Matter 
The Samaritan didn’t care about race, ethnicity or background. He showed us that 
it has no place in charity. At the end of the day, we all are loved by God and should 
act and share it likewise. 
Be Kind Even To Your Haters 
In the story, the injured traveler probably hated the Samaritan. And he knew that 
the dying man may still hate him after he recovers. Yet, he still helped. 
Help Without Expecting Something in Return 
The Samaritan knew that the wounded man may never help him in return. Yet, he 
helped because he knew it’s the right thing to do.  We are called to think less about 
what others can do for you and more on what you can do for them. That, in itself, 
is already being a good Samaritan. 
 

 


